LEADING CONTEMPORARIES                  125
What is a man of letters? The French are skilled in the whole range of literary art, and I have taken for a motto on my first page a French writer's definition. Of one side of the man of letters nothing could be more admirably said. Of the mens divinior in him it is an excellent account; and happy the man of letters of whom it is true. Happier still if; with this subtly composed background in his mind, he can besides find a steady and well-guided hand for practical service of the human commonwealth.
In discussing the influence of habits of business upon literary pursuits, Mill considered that nothing promoted activity of mind more. He found, in his earlier days at least, that he could do much more in two hours after a busy day, than when he sat down to write with time at his own command. Bagehot is a conspicuous example of the union of admirable composition with close attention to practical affairs. Gibbon, as we all know, says he never found his mind more vigorous nor his composition happier than in the winter hurry of London society and parliament. Grote, on the other hand, who worked eight hours a day at his History of Greece, found the demands of his bank too severe before he got two of his eight volumes out. One of the most agreeable novelists of our day was a hard-worked servant of the Post Office, and sat down as punctually to tell the stories of Barchester at five or six o'clock every morning, as if the whole of his masters at the Treasury had been on the watch.
IV
The man of letters whom I should like to place in the front line of my generation in serious drift, influence, importance, and social insight was Matthewas himself to reduce the pretensions of its scholars to a nullity.iamentary machinery.   In short, heitlearness, "tod have found comfort in a firm calculation of the conditions. . . . We will not attack you as Voltaireerity of those he was among in their prayers. But we will talk over the merits of the case. haveblaze of living light,
